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TABLE OF SIMPLIFIED CHINESE CHARACTERS

The following table of 545 simplified Chinese characters
was published by the State Council of the People's Republic of
China to indicate the proper forms for general use. Of them
230 were promulgated on February 1, 1956; 95 on June 1, 1956;
100 on May 15, 1958; 92 on July 15, 1959; and 28 on February
1, 1956. The last 28, (marked with *), were at first issued
only for trial circulation, but have been adopted into prac-
tical use along with the other 517 simplified forms.

The simplified characters are arranged below according
to a system which combines stroke counting and stroke order.
In this system, a simplified character is first sorted into
a group according to the number of strokes it consists of.
This group is subdivided according to the initial stroke,
arranged in the order of 1. a dot (8), 2. a horizontal stroke
(™, 3. a vertical stroke (1), 4. a left downward slant ).

Alongside the simplified characters are their traditional
and more complex forms, together with their pronunciation in
the Yale, Wade-Giles and Pinyin romanization systems.

The figures 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 in the smaller columns refer
to the three lists of basic characters selected and promulgated
by the Ministry of Education of the Chinese Peoples Republic in
1952 for educational purposes. The first is a list of 1,010
characters of highest frequency in general use, the second a

.list of 490 characters of secondary frequency, and the third

a list of 500 characters of supplementary value. The figure
4 refers to a list of 421 characters used in technical terms.
The figure 5 denotes a character belonging to none of the pre-
ceding four lists.

At the end of this table stands .a list of 54 simplified

components promulgated by the State Council on February 1,

1956 for trial circulation. Those marked + in the list may
be used only as the lefthand part of a character. All others
may be used in any position. It is estimated that these
simplified components will indirectly simplify another large
group of more than one thousand complex characters.

This table is prepared according to the information
available in June 1960.
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